Live from the ice rivers of Venus (and the bars 2

of Chapel H|ll North Carolina), space dudes
[AENT 1 . are bringing the rock,

the roll and the intergalactic back-story.

GET READY TO STRAP IN AND BLAST OFF.

INTERVIEW: J. BENNETT // PHOTOS: DUSTIN RABIN

‘ T0 THE WARPED TOUR THIS SUMMER, you may have seen and
heard what looked and scunded like a younger (but equally hirsute) version of the
MCS punching crowds in the chest with their sweet James Brown moves, hot Iron
Maiden licks and musky, bare-chested bravado. And you probably loved it so much,
you comered one of the band members and told him how their set had just blown
your fragile mind right into outer space. In a perfect Southern accent, he probably
politely thanked you, said his band's name was Valient Thorr and casually added
that they were from Venus, but their spaceship crash-landed in North Carolina.
Which may explain why Lucian Thorr (drums), Eidan Thorr (guitar), Jjin Thorr (guitars,
keys), Dr. Strangees (bass) and Valient Himself (vocals) are on a heroic quest to find
their missing time machine—and kick out the jams—but it doesn't explain nearly
enough. Se,we called Valient Himself in his swank New York City hotel room to
demand he delineate the mysterious origins of Valient Thorr and their new rock 'n' roll
colossus for Volcom Entertainment, 7otal Universe Man.
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[Laughs] I think lt means we had a crazg summer. We've been doing this on Earth
in this time stream, in this formation, for almost five years. With our backgrounds,
and the different time streams we've been in and out of, we know a lot of people
from all over. We've held Earth jobs from the highest-ranking public officials to the
lowliest dish dogs. On Warped Tour, we made friends with all the security dudes,
the catering dudes and the top brass of the whole organization. We don't have
enemies. All we came with was positive vibrations, and it worked out for us. We're
used to playing to jaded college kids, which is what we've been posing as on
Earth forever now. They work at college radio stations and get all the records they
want for free, so they're not interested in buying records. Since we started playing
to 14-year-old girls, our record has actually been selling.

do you mean when you say “time streams?"
well, there was another Valiant Thor who came here. He had one “r" in “Thor™ and
spelled his name with an “a" instead of an “e.” In our Valient, you'll notice it says “alien,”
and the two “r"s are for rock 'n' roll. This other Valiant came and got involved with

——

[former U.S. president] Dwight Eisenhower. He lived at the Pentagon, and then he
disappeared. It's possible they tried to take him out, but who knows what happened
| feel like he might've planted his seed around, if you know what | mean.
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We had a spare time machine hidden in \frgmsa that Walt Dlsneg stole in 1977,
so we're stuck in this time stream. But we've been to the end of times and the
beginning of times. Before | woke up and realized that | was Valient Himself, | was ¢
mere Earth mortal, with real Earth blood. But then this dude in Australia had picture
of me from before | was supposedly born into this Earth. Here's how | try to explain



Regardless of whether you believe any of this, on Earth, if you study art or

Jsic or the Bible or any kind of text that has been left down through time—these
3 ideas that go beyond an Earth person's body. We call them spirits—not like
osts, but just ideas. So your ideas live beyond the grave. That first Valiant Thor's
sas were collected, and that's how we became Valient Thorr.

liant Thor was the first Valiant Thor sent out. When we came back to this time
'eam and crashed our spaceship in North Car were sent out to find the

rfect life. Once you're in your journey and you r that every life is perfect

and there is no right or wrong, you just let things happen. When we crashed, we
were sad, because we couldn't figure out how an Earth man lives. But it was the
perfect situation that we've always needed to put ourselves in, because every life
is precious, and every choice you make needs to be stuck in stone so you become
who you are. If you could change everything every day, youd have no identity.
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| am Valient Thorr. There are many other Thorrs, like the ones who are with me.

We are Valient Thorr.
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Why name the band after yourself, as opposed to one of the
other Thorrs?
Because | am Valient Himself. | am the commander.

How old are you in Earth years?
How old am |, or how old do my looks refiect? 'm about 26 or 27 in Earth years, but
my Earth mother told me | look 40 and that | need to shave.

Was it a difficult transition from Venus to Chapel Hill? W
We came from the three ice rivers inside the planet Venus. Eidan and Lucian werent -
with us in the beginning. We needed Eidan desperately—we never would've gotten to
where we are now without Eidan. We actually ended up in Chapel Hill after we crash-
landed in Greenville, North Carolina. It was Dr. Strangees' idea to get us the hell out of

there. In our eyes, if we could infiltrate Chapel Hill, we could infiltrate the world, because W
s0 many Earth people pass through there. But when we got there, we realized nothing 4
was going on, so we took over right away. i

Does being from another planet give you an extraterrestrial
edge over Earth bands?

Well, there's tons of killer Earth bands, and | don't necessarily think we're better
than them, but | think the reason we're doing good on Earth right now is maybe i
because people don't believe we're from Venus. But it's not where you're from; i
it's where you're going—and who you surround yourself with. We're trying to get
people to realize what's going on around them. | mean, there's way heavy stuff
going down on Earth right now.

Yeah, | noticed that the Valient Thorr MySpace page says, §
“With no draft, there is no anti-war movement.” It seems like
not many Earth people are taking that to heart. ¥

That's true. If there was a draft, it could be the best thing ever for the anti-war
movement in the U.S. You see more and more people sticking their necks out
now, like the lady who's been posted outside [President] Bush's ranch. It looks 1
like things are getting heavy after [Hurricane Katrinal. But still, they're spending W

millions and millions of dollars to fight and kill people, but when people are hur
theyre spending as little as they can. It looks like a country that isn't even
developed down there in New Orleans; it looks like something you see in Nati
Geographic when you're a young person. | guess there's tons of people critic
and blaming, but it's seriously heavy when [the government] spends more to
fight somebody than they do on helping their own people.

i © The question | think everyone wants the answer to is this:
¢ What is a “‘total universe man?"
I might as well just go ahead and say that it's me believing in rock 'n' roll and
wanting to save and help people through rock 'n' roll. And I'm not talking about
saving their souls or some crap like that; | might be saving them from bad art.
People on this Earth make things a lot harder than they have to be. From bands
to moms to girlfriends, everybody makes life way harder than it has to be. All th
have to remember is that when rock 'n' roll became rock music, that's when it d
But if you bring the “roll" back, rock 'n' roll can live again. @l
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 Valient Himself: “Anyone who,
doesn’t know about these four

& dudesshold Google them.” : : ar e fo committed.” [5]



